[Systemic-pulmonary fistula. Percentage of children attaining corrective surgery].
Because of the lack of information on definitive long term results of the systemic pulmonary fistulae (SPF) we decided to review our experience. From 1978/1980, SPF was carried out on 91 children with a minimal follow-up period of 53 months, 80 (88%) survive the immediate postoperative period, 65 (71%) the late period, although only 48 (53%) reached corrective surgery. 14 (50%) of the 28 newborn children died and only 9 (32%) had corrective surgery. 12 (19%) of the 63 children of two months or older died and 39 (62 por 100) had definitive surgery. 72% with Fallot syndrome, 58% with TGA and pulmonary stenosis and less than 40% of other pathologies also reached definitive corrective surgery. Frequently the SPF is the only alternative to achieve total correction although there may be a high mortality and morbidity rate. The age (newborn children) and the complex pathology are unfavourable in the end results.